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» THE FOLLOWING SELECTIONS clearlj- exhibit, 
the fundamental piinciple upon which the Christi&n disci 
ptine of the religious Society of Friends was orisinall; 
established, viz. Che wisdom and the power of Ooa; ant 
cannot but be interesting to all who are desirous that good' 
order and a sound discipline should be preserved amongst 
■us, When we consider the importance of its proper sup- 
port, and the propensity of our nature to slide even {nm. 
what we have been convinced is right, occasional memen- 
tos of this sMt may be df use. 
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\9 dffinitlon of the I rue Church, and from ivhoicc Us power 
it derived. 

Isaac Pennington says, The Church is a body : every 
particular soul, that is renewed, quickened and k^it n/ive, 
IS a member : Now every member needs the presence and 
power of tliat spirit which quickened it, to nourish, keep 
alive, and order it. And the Church hath much more need 
of the Spirit to be present with if, to guide and order it, and 
to keep it in the Iwly order, power, and government ofUft.. 
And tnis order and holy Mvemment, in the spirit ampow- 
er oftke Lord, was brought forth in the apostles' days. 

God gives power (o his Church to perform all that he re- 
quires of her as a church. Now the Church is a spiritual 
body, and is to take care of her members, to look after them 
that they mind the truth, and to admonish and reprove them 
when they do otherwise. And every member of the Church 
ought to hear the Church in whatever she sneaks unto it from 
Gm. Every member hath need of the lignt, and spirit, and 
power, which God gives his Chui'ch, and reveals in tiie 
Church for the good of the body, and the benefit and ad- 
Tanta^ of each member therein. 

It 18 the holy will and pleasure of the great God, that 
his Church sitould be governed by his holy Spirit andpower^ 
revealed in it. God is the God of order anil not of confu- 
fiion ; and he would have every tiling in the right and holu 
order every where, especially in Ids Church. He ham. 
given a measure of his gond Spirit to every man, and he 
would have eveir man governed thereby ; and he hatb given 
more of his good Spirit and holy power to his Church than: 
to any particular; and he would have his Church governed 
thereby. Head the epistles of Christ to the Churches in tlie 
«d and 3d chapters of the Revelations, and see how govern- 



tnent and care over tlieir members is expected from Ihem. 
A Church is a. eatliering in tiie name, power and authority 
of the Most High, and Clirist, to whom God gare all power 
in heaven and earth, ie in t)iem and with them. God knows 
they can do nothing without his power, and he is faithfal 
who hath appointed them to meet together in his name, and 
he will not tail tliem. 

When Meetings for IHscipUne and good order ioere first 
etlablhked amongst Friends: their nature and design. 

In 1653, George Pox ^ve a paper of advice to Friends^ 
how to proceed orderly in accomplishing their marriages. 

In 1660, he says he went " to Sltipton where was a gen' 
eral meeting of men Friends out of many counties, concem- 
ia^lhe affairs of the Church." "To this meeting came many 
Friends nut of moat parts of the nation, for it was about 
business relating to the Church, both in this nation and be- 
yond the sea. Several years before, when I was in the 
north, I was moved to recommend to Friends the setting 
up of tliis meeting," &c- 

In 1666, he aavs, "1 was moved of the Lord to recom- 
mend the setting up of five Monthly Meetings of men and 
women, in the city of London, besides the women's Meet- 
ings and the Quarterly Meetings, to take care of God's 
glory, anil to admonish and exhort such as walk disorderly 
or caretesslr, and not according to truth. For whereas 
Friends hau only Quarterly Meetings, now truth was 
spread and Frienils grown more numerous, I was moved to 
recommend the setting up of Montlily Meetings throughout I 
the nation. J 

And the Lord opened to me what I must do, and howth« I 
men'a and women's Monthly and Quarterly Meetings should <V 
be ordered and established in this and other nations, and'V 
that I should write to those where I came not, to do the same, \ 
Kher things were well settled at London, and the Lord's \ 
truth, power, seed and life reigned and shined over all in the 4 
city, I went into Essex." After mentioning the Bcttlement \ 
of these meetings in various places, he says, **We came I 
into Cheshire, where we liad several blessed meetings, and 1 



a genetai men's Meeting, wherein all the Monthly Meet- 
ings for that county were settled according to the Gospel 
oraer, in and by the power of God." 

In order to encourage find strengthen Friends, at a time 
when some whom the enemy had drawn into division and 
separation were making great opposition to the discipline, 
and meetings for transacting Church affairs, he wrote an 
epistle from which the following is an extract, viz. — 
My dear Friends in the Lord J^sus Christ, 

All you that are gadiered in his holy name, know that 
your meetings for worship, your Quarterly Meetings, Month- 
ly Meetings, women's Meetings and Yearly Meetings, are 
set up by the power and Spirit of the Lord God, and wit- 
nessed by his Spirit and power in your hearts : and by the 
Spirit and power of the Lord God they are established to 
you, and in the power and Spirit of the Lord God you are 
established in them. The Lord God hath with his spirit 
sealed to you that your meetings are of his ordering and 
gathering, and he hath owned them by honouring you with 
his blessed presence in them, and you have had experience 
of his furnishing you with wisdom, life and power, and 
heavenly riches from his treasure and fountain, by which 
many thanks and praises have been returned in your meet- 
ings to his holy, glorious name. 

in the ancient testimony of the people called Quakers, 
printed by direction of the Yearly Meeting of Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey, 1722, they say, " We think well at this 
time for the further information and encouragement of our 
youth and others, whose faces are turned towards Zion, to 
signify, that by living experience we find, and can with 

food conscience declare and testify, that the same blessed, 
oly Spirit, which led us to believe and receive the doctrines 
and principles of truth as they were declared by Christ 
and his apostles in the holy scriptures, did, and now doth, 
lead us into the like holy order and government, to be ex- 
ercised amon^ us, as it was amongst the primitive Christians, 
in sanctification and holiness. 

For the Church of God is a gathering of those that are 
sanctified by the word of truth, called to be saints, who 
are members of the body, even the true Church whereof 

A O 



Jesus Christ is the Head. But, before any can come to be 
true members of diat body, tliey must witness the fiery bap- 
tism of the Holy Ghost, to iiutittte tliem into this true 
Church." 

In the book of Christian advices, published by t!ie Year- 
ly Meeting held in Philadelphia, they s.iy : 

" The more we experience a preparation of heart for the 
exercise of our respective gifts, the more amply sliali we 
evince the expression of the tongue to be seasoned with that 
living virtue and divine power, which proceeds fi-om our 
Holy Head, and thus, in conducting the important concema 
of society, we shall be enabled to example tlie beloved 
youth in a manner which will evidence to tliem that nei- 
ther tradition nor mere outward education can fitly prepare 
them for successors in the Church. Upon this subject we 
are the more solicitous, as we believe many who were evi- 
dently under the forming hand, have been suddenly laid 
hold of, and introduced into service, before that preparation 
of heart hath been sufficiently experienced, which leads to 
a reliance upon divine direction, and redeems from a confi- 
dence in the natural understanding : on the other hand, 
we believe, there has in many places been a want of care 
in those who are acceptably active in the discipline, rightly 
to distinguish, and seasonably to bring into action, the ta- 
lents bestowed upon some in the early stage of life ; it be- 
ing truly desirable, that by a just discrimmalion of timr- 
and seasons, and of the qualifications bestowed, every jp ^ 
may be rightly exercised, and a succession of useful memt 
bers preserved in every rank in the Church." 

" Let an enquiry be raised in the minds of all the 
bers of the Church, who have had any part of the Lord'% 
work upon them, how they have acquitted themselves ij^ 
his sight, forasmuch as a day comes on apace, in which ajt 
account of our stewardship will be required at our hand** 

" If this awful sense of rendering an account of our trusb 
and the importance of being clear from the blood of eacll 
other, were enough impressed upon all minds, the right esi 
ercise of our Christian discipline would be a means of oUD 
edification in righteousness, and preservation from 
""'ils of the world. 




concerned that tbe management of our ChmtJEin 
committed to hands unclean, particularly 
f. Of connive at, undue liberties in their 
own children or faniilii;!). If a man, said the apostle, know- 
not how to iiilc his own house, how shall he take care of 
the Chuich of Gotl." 

77te way of the enemy^a working in order to rend and di- 
vide ana draw from the truth, and into a disbelief of it, 
end a libertine cmd disorderly conduct — ,9nd the views of 
the primitive Christians, ana of Friends, on the power of 

the Church to disunite from membership with if, such as 
Walk disorderly. 

William Penn says, "From the deep sense ilia 1 1 have of 
die working of the enemy of Zion's peace, to rend and di- 
■vide the heritage of God. who under the pretence of crying 
down man, forms and prescriptions, is crying down the 
Iieavenly Man Christ Jesus, his blessed order and govern- 
ment, whicli he hath brought fortli by his own revelation 
(Uid power throuffh hia faithful witnesses : this I further tes- 
tiify, first, that the enemy by these fair pretences strikes at 
the godly care and travail tliat dwells upon the spirits of 
many faithful brethren, that ail tilings might be preserved 
sweet, virtuous, comely and of goon report in the Church 
of God," &c. He fui-ther adds, > ' I warn all that they take 
heed of a slightinfj and obstinate mind, and that they have 
a care how they give way to the outcry of some, falsely en- 
titled. Liberty of conscience against imposition, &c. 

Robert Barclay, in his excellent treatise on Church go- 
vernment, makes the followins dbservalions, viz> 

" Now the ground of all scliisms, divisions or rents in 
the body is, when as any member assumes another place 
than is allotted it ; or being gone from the life and umty of 
tbe body, and losing the sense of it, lets in the murmurer, 
the eye that watches for evil, and not in holy care over its 
fellow members ; and then, instead of romin|; down to judg- 
ment in itself, will stand up, and judge its fellow mem- 
bers ; yea, the whole body, or those whom God has set 
in a more honourable and eminent place in the body thaa 




itself. Such suffer not the word of exhortation ; and 
femi the reproofs of instruction, which is the way of life, 
imposition and oppression, and arc not awai-e how far they 
are in the things they condemn others for ; while they spar"' 
not to reprove and revile all their fellow members ! Jt 
they he but admonished themseh"es, they cry out as if t 
great charter of gospel liberty were broken. 

" And some nut abiding in subjection to the truth in th( 
selves, were not contented with that place aud station 
the body, which God had placed tliemin ; but became vaiB-_ 
ly puffed up in their fleshly minds, intruding into those ^ 
tnings which they had not seen ; and would needs he inno- 
vators, given to chan^, and introducing new doctrines and 
piiictices, not only differing, but contrary to ivhat wa)4 alrea- 
dy delivered in the heginnuig; making parties, causing di- 
visions and rents, stumbling the weak, aud denying, des- 
pising and reviling the apoatles and inessenKers of Christ, 
the elders of the church, who loved not their lives unto 
d«ath, but through much care, and travel, and watchian, 
and whippings and Ixmds, and beatings, in daily jeopardy, 
gadiered us by the migJity power of God into tlie most pre- 
cious truth." 

" Such, who being departed from their first love and 
ancient zeal for the truth, become cold and lukewarm ) 
and yet are ashamed to make open apostacj, and to lum 
t»ack again, so as to deny all the principles of Uulh, they 
having nad already such evidence of clearness upon their 
understanding ; yet not keeping low in their own hahits- 
tions. but being puffed up, and giving way to the restless 
ima^nations offheir exalted and wandering minds, fall out 
with Iheir brethren ; cause divisions ; begin to find fault 
with e\ery thing, and to look at others mure than at them- 



selves ; with swellin 



> talk of, and prcuch 
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higher dispensation, while they are far from living up to the 
life and pei-fection of this present ; like unto such who said, 
we will not have this man to rule o\er us : cry out of for- 
mality and apaatacy. because they are not foUowed in all 
thing^ ; and if thev he renroved for their unrulinesa, accord* 
ing to the good order of the Church of Christ, then they cry 
out, Brtach of Hbfrly, nppreMion. peraecutionf we wilt fiavt 



d government; we are taught to foUoui 
encrs, and not the orders of men. 
"Sow I say, we being gathered toother into the belief 
of certain principles and doctrines, without any conBbsiat 
or worldly reaped, but bj the mere force of truth upon onr 
understanding, and its power and influence upon ourhearts ; 
these principles and docti'ines, and the practices nece.ssarilj 
depending upon them are, as it were, the terms that have 
drawn us together, and the bond* by which we became cen- 
tred into one body and feUowshlp, and distinguished ^m 
others. Now if any one, or more, so engaged with us, should 
arise to teach any other doctrine or doctrines, contrary to 
these which were the ground of our being one; who can de- 
ny, but the body hath power in such a case to declare. This 
is not according to the truth we profess ; and therefore we 
pronounce such and such doctrines to be wrong, with which 
we cannot have unity, nor yet any more spiritual fellowahip 
with those that hold them? And so such cut themselves off 
from being members, by dissolving the very bond by which 
ihey were linked to the body. Now this cannot be accounted 
tyranny and oppression, no more than in a civil society, if 
one of the society shall contradict one or more of the funda- 
mental articles, upon which the society was contracted, it 
cannot be reckoned a breach or iniquity in the whole society 
to declare, that such contradictors have done wrong, and 
forfeited their right in that society ; in case, by the original 
constitution, the nature of the contradiction implies such a 
forfeiture, as usually it is ; and will no doubt hold in religi- 
ous matters. As it a body be gathered into one fellowship, 
by tiie belief of certain prmciples, he that comes to believe 
otherwise, naturally scatteretn himself j for that the cause, 
that gathered him, is taken away : and so those that abide 



• Yet thrs \a not so the bond, but that we hnve also a raotv inward 
and inviuble, to wil, Ihe life of right eousnesa, wb^reby we bIbo h«ve 
unity with the npriRht seeil in bIi, even in those, whose iinderetand- 
irgBsrenot yeHoenbebifned. But to those wlio are once enlight- 
ened, this is an uutwarii bond ; and if 'hey siiH'cp tliemselres to be 

I darkened lhrou;rh ditob^ditnce, which si it docii in tlia outward 

L bond, HI it doih in the inwu^. 



1 bond, HI il 
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coustant in declat'ing the thing to be so a& it is, and in 
ing upon him, and witae§Hne of him to others (if need 
to be such, as he has made himself, do him no injury^ 
shall make the supposition in general, and let every 
pie make the application to themselves, abstracting I 
us i and then let conscience and reason in every impa 
reader declare) whether or not it doth hold? Snppt 
people really gathered unto the belief of the true ana 
tain principles of the gospel, if any of these people I 
arise and contradict any oi those fundamental truths, wl 
er have not such as stand, good right to cast such an oni 
from among them, and to pronounce, positively, this a 
trary to the truth we profess and own ; and therefore a 
to be rejected, and not received, nor yet he that asset 
as one of us ? And is not this obligatory upon all the n 
bera. seeing all are concerned in Uie like care as to tl 
selves, to hold the right and shut out the wrons ? I cal 
tell, if any man of reason can well deny thisi^owevi 
fihall prove it nest from the testimony of the scriptures 

tial. 1. 8. But though we, or an angel from he& 
preach any other gosoel unto you, than that which we I 
preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we sbh 
lure, so say 1 now again, if any man preach anv other 
pel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accm 
I Tim. 1. 19, 20. Holding faith and a good consvic 
wbich some having put away, concerning faith, have 
ohipwreck- Of whom is Hymenasus and Alesaniler, ' 
1 have delivered unto Satan, that they may team i 
blaspheme. 

S John 10. If there come any unto you, and briii 
(his doctrine, receive htm not into your house, nelthi 
llim rejoice. 

"Tliese Scriptures are so clear and plain in themsel 
MS to this purpose, thai they need no great exposition 
unbiassed and unprejudicate reader. For seeing it 
that in the true cnurch there may men arise, and : 
pe^^'e^se tilings, conirary to the doctrine and gospel kls _ 
REceivBD ; what is to be the place of those that holdi 
pure and ancient truth F must tliey look ujHm these perr 
men rtill as their brethren ? must they cherish them as ff 



r must they judge, condemn and deny them? 
We must not ihink the apostle wanted charity, who will 
h»ve them accursed ; and that gave Hymenaeus and Alexan- 
der over to Satan, after that they had departed from the 
true faith, that they might learn not lo blaspheme. In 
f^ortt if we must (as our opposers herein acknowledge} pre- 
Mrve and keep those that are come to own the truth, by 
the same means they were ga.tliered and brought into it, we 
must not cease to be plain with them, and tell them, when 
they are wrongj and by sound doctrine both exhort and 
convince gainsayers. If the apostles of Christ of old, and 
the preachers of the everlasting gospel in this day, had 
told the people, however wrong they found them in their 
fsith and principles, " our charity and love is such, we dare 
Bot judge vou, nor separate from you ; but let ua all live in 
lore logetlicr, and every one enjoy his own opinion, and 
ill wiir be well :" how should the nations have been ; or 
what way now can they be brought to truth and righteousness? 
Would not the devil love this doctrine well, by which, dark- 
ness and ignorance, error and confusion might still conti- 
aae in the earth unrepioved and uncondcmned ; if it was 
needful then for the aj)OstleB of Christ in the days of old to 
r^irove, without sparing to tell the high priests and great 
professors among the Jews, that they were stubborn and 
atifT-necked, aniT always resisted the Holy Ghost, without 
being guilty of imposition anil oppression, or want of true 
love and charity ; and also for those messengers the Lord 
rused up in this day, to reprove and cry out against the 
hireling priests, and to tell the world openly, both profes- 
sors and profane, that they were in darkness and ignorance, 
out of the truth, strangers and aliens from the common- 
wealth of Israel ; if Ood has gathered a people, by this 
means, info the belief of one and the same truth, must not 
they, if tliey turn and depart from it, be admonished, re- 
proved and condemned (yea, rather than those that are not 
yet come to the truth.) because they crucify afresh unto 
tkeniaelves the I^ord of glory, and put him to open shame P 
It seems the apoKtle judged it very needful they should be 
10 dealt with, Tit. 1. 10. when he says, "There arc many 
ttnnity and vain talkers and deceivers, especially they of 
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the circumciBion, whose mouths must be stopped, &c. Wnt 
such a principle to be received and believed, that is the 
Church of Christ no man should be separated fronii no man 
condemned or excluded the fellowship and communion of 
the body, for his judgment or opinion in matters of fait]), 
then what blasphemies so horriu, what heresies so damna- 
ble, what doctrines of devils, but migh*^ harbour itself in the 
Church of Christ ? What need then of sound doctrine, if BO 
doctrine make unsound P What need of convincing and eiE> 
horting gainsajers, if to gainsay be no crime? When 
should tlie unity of the faith be P Were not this an inlet tt 
all manner of abomination ; and to make void the whote 
tendency of Christ's and his apostles' doctrine ; and render 
the gospel of none effect; and give a liberty to the uncon- 
stant and giddy will of man to innovate, alter and overtara 
it at his pleasure ? So that from all that is above mentioned, 
we do safely conclude, that where a people are gathered 
together into the belief of the principles and doctrines of 
the gospel of Christ, if anj of that people shall go from their 
principles, and assert things false and contrary to what 
they have already received ; such as stand and abide fim 
in tne faith, have power, by the Spirit of God, after ttey 
have used Christian endeavours to convince and rectidm 
them, upon tlieir obstinacy, to separate from such, and to 
exclude them from their sniritual fellowship and commniu- 
on : For otherwise, if this l)e denied, farewell to all Christ- 
ianity, or to the maintaining of arty sound doctrine in die 
Church of Christ." 

Isaac Pennington, after setting forth the authority of Oie 
Church, aa given by our blessed Saviour, Matthew 19. \7. 
18. queries — 

" Is not this power and authority necessary to the true 
Church ? What ? a Church, and not have power over her 
own members, but every one left to the dictates of what 
they call the light within, and not be subject to the judg- 
ment, the true light, spirit and powerof Cnrist, the Head in 
the living body ? What a Church were this ? A mere Ba- 
bel, an heap of confusion ; a body that would never be at 
unitj in itself. But God is the God of the order of his own 
Spirit, life and power, and not of such confusion. 7^ 



7^ I 
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doctrine may go for truth in Babylon, hut cnn nevei 
be owned in God's Jerusaleni, where nis Spirit did build up 
and defends the buildings, and juilgeth out all such sandy 
and windy doctrines, which are loose and airy, and have 
not a ground or bottom in the truth." 

In the London Yearly Aheiing Book of Extracts wefindthe 
Jbllowing obaervaliona : — 

" When any by their inconsistent and disorderly conduct, 
or by imbibing and adopting principles and practices con- 
trary to the doctrine whicn we have received, have first 
Apenty manifested their disunity with the Society, it is but 
jUBt and requisite that, after enileavourins, anil waiting to 
rutore them without effect, the body ghould testify its dis- 
nnity with such erring and refractory members ; at the same 
time earnestly desiiing that they may be convinced of the 
error of their ways, and that through unfeigned repentance, 
aad a cone>istent, orderly conduct in future, they may be 
reunited to the body. This being the utmost extent of our 
diecipUne respecting offenders, it is very evident that from 
die right exercise thereof, no degree of persecution or im- 
]K»ition can be justly interred ; tor the imnosition rests en^ 
tirely on the part ot those who insist on ueing retained a^ 
members, whilst at open variance with the bmly, cither jn 
principle or practice." 

Pertinent advice and caution from the MTitingsofSTEyaZit- 
CaisF, John GaiFFrTH, and Joe " 



Stephen Crisp makes these remarks, viz.— 
'*0h dear Friends, consider these daya are perilous times, 
, and it is needful for every one to watch in tliat same eternal 
Ught to which you were first turned, that by ils righteous 
judgment you may be preserved from every thing in your- 
selves tliat appears contrary to that precious life, of which 
, you have tastcil. And when you have so done, then take 
, Aeeil that the enemy do not do that hj an instrument, which, 
through your watchfulness in the light, he could not do 
without. And all beware of that affected tenderness, that 




cries out, be fender to all, and pray for all, and niiad the 
good in all, and love all, aod ju<Ii!;e none, but leave judg> 
ment to God. I say, heed not the plausible words of tW 
spirit, which, being guilty, to save its own head from « ■ 
stroke, would bereave you of your judgment wliicb Gad j 
hath given you ; aod ia indeed truly his judg;inent, and is U 
be administered in hia wisflom and power, for the cleanni^ 
and keeping clean his sanctuary : for such as have no jihI{^ 
ment in tlieir goings, are tliey that know not the true way 
«f peace, but make them crooked paths. He that goeth n 
them shall not know peace. , 

But some may say, was not Christ meek and lowly ? ani 
ought not all to be like unto him f It h true^ my friendaj 
but there is a difference between the ^ed's auRering and ito 
veigning, and there are times for them both ; and when' it 
doth please Ood to permit the hour and power of darkoov 
in the open persecutors, to exalt itself a^inat hia seed aai 
people, by persecution or such like; they are led by Us 
Spirit to api>ear in rDeeknes* and quietness, as sheep before 
■he Nearer. But what ia this to suffering had and perverse 
spirits, that appear under pretence of the truth, anu yet are 
out of ihe trutli, and enemies to its prospeiity, striving ta> 
<:xalt and set up another thing instead uf tite trutli? Sack 
us tliesc the Lord doth not require you to use only patienoft 
und meekness towards, hut, if that will not reclaim tbcny 
they must know the judgment of the truth, and you in it 
must stand over them : for, in this case, the day of the nsn 
altation of Christ is come, and God is crowning Truth w'Mil 
dominion over every false spirit and corrupt practice tlierettf. 

And therefore, clear friends, eye tlie Loi-d in liis goings 
IWth. and as you feci hia life in you to witness against any 
■■vil and corrupt thing or pi-acticc, use plainness and keep' 
sinceritv, and turn not judgment backward ; for that whicn 
i* unwilling to be judged, and cries out, ^Hi/i^T tione, ktivt 
itU to God, &c. the same wiM lake up<iii it both to judge 
und rule, but not in the wisdom of God. And those that 
cty out so much for tenderness and against Trutlfs jud^ 
tnent, tlie same are in most danger to he drawn out from 
iHe patient sulferinj; ia the spirit of Christ Jesus, when thcr 
4H^t to B^iear La the most ueeknei^s; and to appear ruuglt 




and wratlirul in the strivinf; and fightine nature, and arfl 
most apt to be tempted into a Hpirit ofreveiise, as hath 
teen seen by sad esperierice : for diey that lose the exerciafe 
of that by which all should keep dominion (iver deceit, iIibt 
Iflfle that strength by which they should be enabled to suf- 
fer xll thin^ for the sake of Christ Jesus." 

John Griffith says, "It is of the utmost consequence^ 
that the members who constitute tlie ('hurch of Christ be 
thoroughly acquainted with the true spring of motion and 
action therein, lest any should presumptuously conceiye of 
imagine, that seeing Church government carries much the 
appearance of outward occonomy and civil proceedingsj 
human abilities, natural and acc^uired, are sufSdeirt to man* 
age the same. If any man fall mto such a dangerous error, 
it must be for want of duly considering the nature of the 
work to be engaged in ; it being no other than what apper- 
tains to the spiritual ktngdom'of Christ, and the promotion 
thereof on earth ; which kingdom, man by nature cannot 
Bee nor understand. And it ia written, "the world l^ 
wisdom knew not God," therefore they cannot know ha 
kingdom, nor how to act properly theiein, under the su- 
preme Head, whom they know not." 

**It may^e further observed, that those whose principal 
view ia only maintaining the form or outward chai-acter in 
rclinon, feel very little or no pain on account of the disoT' 
derfy practices of their fellow members, and therefore they 
can easily daub with untempered mortar, and smooth alk 
onrer, crying peace, before judgment has laid hold of the' 
transgressing part; and all this done under the specious' 
jB-etence of charity and Christian tenderness. Yet when- 
any in godly zeal are constrained to shew the pernicious 
consequence of healing the wounds of the daughter of Sion- 
deceitiully, some such soon discover they are too much 
Strangers to true charity, by their opposition to sound judg- 
ment, and those exercised ther^n, that the wounds roi|t;ht 
be seaiched to the bottom. Here something of a persecu' 
ting spirit appears, and the bitter leaven of the Pharisee i» 
discovered, striking at the life of religion. But, agreeable 
to the usual craft of antichiiat, they must call a godly con- 
cnoB and laboui' by a contrary name, or they could not 



smite at it with any colour of reason. Such honest labour-J 
era have sometimes been represented as enthusiasts, 
hot in their zeal, disturbers of tlie Church's peace, 
When there is a peace in the Church with wroD^ things, it il 
much better broke than kept. I take it, that it was in this 
sense our Lord said, "I came not to send peace fin earth* 
but a Eword." It was a woeful peace to Israel, when the; 
became so reconciled to the inhabil^nts of the land, as to 
suffer them to dwell therein, contrary to the express com* 
tnand of God I" 

On conducting the religious concerns of Meetings for DU' 

cipline. From J. Churchman's Jbwraa/. 

"All who attend those meetings should inwardly wait, in 
^eat awfutness, to know the immediate presence of Christ, 
the head of the Church, to give them an understanding, what 
their several services are, and for ability to answer the re- 
auirings of truth ; for it is by the light and spirit thereof, 
that the Lord's work is done with acceptance. And none 
should presume to speak or act without its motion or direc- 
tion : for they who act and speak without it, flo often darken 
counsel, mislead the weak, and expose their own folly, to 
the burthen and Gjief of sensible Fnends. 

It was in great fear ihat I attempted to speak in these 
meetings ; and as I kept tow, with a single eye to the hon- 
our of truth, I felt peace and inward strength to increase 
from time to time : and it is good for all who are concerned 
to speak to matters in meetings for discipline, in the first 
jdace, to take heed tJiiit their own spints do not pi'ompt 
thereto, and to mind the time when to speak fillv; for a 
word in season from a pure heart is precious, and frequent- 
ly prevents debates, instead of ministering contention. 
And when they have spoken to businesa, they should turn 
inward to feel whether the pure truth owns (hem: and in 
tliat rest, without an o^er ansious care whether it succeeds 
at that time or not : so Friends will be preserved from be- 
ing lifted up, because their service U immediately owned j 
nr if it should be rejected or slii^hted, in this inward humble 
stAte, the labour is felt and seen to be the Lord's." 
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